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REMNANT OF BARBARISM
We know by painful experience of what is daily hap-
pening in India that there are husbands enough who
regard their wives as their property like their cattle or
household furniture, and therefore think they have the
right to beat them as tHey would their cattle. But I was
unprepared for a judicial endorsement of the brutal habit
till a friend put into my hands a newspaper cutting report-
ing a decision of the Sessions Judge of Madura recognizing
the legal right of a husband of beating his wife. Fortu-
nately an English judge, on going through the calendar,
detected this extraordinary judgment of the Madura
Sessions Judge, and issued notice to the accused husband
to show cause. In due course the case was heard by Justice
Pandurang Row and K. S. Menon whose judgment I make
no apology for quoting below :
"The accused was acquitted on the first charge of causing
hurt to his wife by the Sessions Judge, and the local Government
did not file an appeal against the acquittal. The only reference
that has to be made to this charge is necessitated by the learned
Sessions Judge's insistence in more than one place of what he
calls the right of the husband to beat the wife for impudence or
impertinence. The learned Sessions Judge was so much obsessed
with the right of the husband to beat his wife that he went to
the length of criticizing the police for having included the charge
of causing hurt to the wife in the charge sheet and even the
Sub-Magistrate for including it in the charges sent by him for
trial in the Sessions Court.
" It is perhaps enough to say that, though the learned Judge
may be entitled to have his own views on the subject in a private
capacity, yet he was not justified hi laying down the law in this
manner from his seat on the Bench declaring that the husband
has the right of punishing his wife by beating her for impudence
or impertinence. No such right is recognized by the Indian Penal
Code, and wife-beating is not one of the exceptions in the chapter
of ' General Exceptions'.
" One can easily imagine the serious consequences of such a
declaration being made from the Bench by a Sessions Judge unless
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